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�� Knowledge of Knowledge of 
Science and Science and 
Technology has Technology has 
become a new form become a new form 
of human capital of human capital 
which can allow which can allow 
those who possess it those who possess it 
to achieve quick to achieve quick 
returnreturn



Problems facing Science and Technology Problems facing Science and Technology 

education in Ugandaeducation in Uganda

�� Rural students especially Rural students especially 

females perform poorly in females perform poorly in 

science subjects. Learners science subjects. Learners 

are intimidated rather are intimidated rather 

than challenged.than challenged.

�� Scientists are viewed as Scientists are viewed as 

complicated folks with complicated folks with 

white coats, yellow acid white coats, yellow acid 

fingers and living a fingers and living a 

miserable life.miserable life.



�� Science communication is about dialogue, Science communication is about dialogue, 

respect of audience and respect of audience and engagement of engagement of 

folks on how science matters to them. folks on how science matters to them. 

�� This can be done not only through This can be done not only through 

scientific journals but also through drama, scientific journals but also through drama, 

fun science shows, music or art.fun science shows, music or art.

How to solve itHow to solve it

••‘‘Success is 10%, inspiration and 90% Success is 10%, inspiration and 90% 

perspirationperspiration’’

Science communicationScience communication



Science communicationScience communication

�� Science communication is about scientists Science communication is about scientists 

as key factorsas key factors. . 



Scientist

Science 
Communicator

JournalistMedia

Research

Public 

Building Bridges
Scientist-Science Communicator-Journalist



�� This can be done This can be done 

not only through not only through 

scientific scientific 

journals but also journals but also 

through drama, through drama, 

fun science fun science 

shows, music or shows, music or 

art.art.



�� Imagine it is the moment for Imagine it is the moment for 

questions and in the middle of the questions and in the middle of the 

suit and tie crowds, an individual suit and tie crowds, an individual 

raises his hand, you can tell by his raises his hand, you can tell by his 

looks that he is not a member of any looks that he is not a member of any 

academy.academy.

�� He then asks for a microphone and He then asks for a microphone and 

says:  says:  ‘‘excuse me, I am not from the excuse me, I am not from the 

university, but Iuniversity, but I’’m here because I m here because I 

like like science. What youscience. What you’’ve been saying ve been saying 

is very interesting.is very interesting.’’



What are we trying to achieve?What are we trying to achieve?

�� Identify and nurture latent Identify and nurture latent 

talent in Science and talent in Science and 

TechnologyTechnology

Inspire the youth with Inspire the youth with 
lifelong interest in lifelong interest in 
Science and TechnologyScience and Technology



Breaking down stereotypes Breaking down stereotypes 

about Scientist and about Scientist and 

EngineersEngineers

Relevance of science every day Relevance of science every day 
and futureand future

Develop Science communication Develop Science communication 

culture and skillsculture and skills..



How to inspire interestHow to inspire interest

To learners, we To learners, we 

provide role modelsprovide role models

••Target Target 
••school learnersschool learners

••teachersteachers

••parentsparents



�� Science communication activitiesScience communication activities

articles on notice board, inspirational articles on notice board, inspirational 
materials, fairs, essays and quizmaterials, fairs, essays and quiz



�� To teachersTo teachers-- networking; providing networking; providing 

an avenue for rural and urban an avenue for rural and urban 

science teachers to meet share science teachers to meet share 

knowledge and skills.  knowledge and skills.  



�� To general public we communicateTo general public we communicate ……..

…….science via print and electronic media..science via print and electronic media.



�� Expensive transport costs. Expensive transport costs. 

�� Unreliable or no electricity in most Unreliable or no electricity in most 

rural schools to power computersrural schools to power computers

�� Limited capacity in ICT and science Limited capacity in ICT and science 

communicationcommunication

�� Limited Internet access to view and Limited Internet access to view and 

access information websitesaccess information websites

ChallengesChallenges



••Despite challenges, there success Despite challenges, there success 
stories which can be sharedstories which can be shared

••‘‘ I fee more encouraged and I fee more encouraged and 
convinced that I can do Electrical convinced that I can do Electrical 
Engineering at University.Engineering at University. ’’ Says Says 
Margret Namuyanja of SerwangaMargret Namuyanja of Serwanga
Lwanga Memorial school Kalangala.Lwanga Memorial school Kalangala.



�� ‘‘There is no doubt my interaction and There is no doubt my interaction and 
exposure to leading scientists, exposure to leading scientists, 
propelled me to work harder and propelled me to work harder and 
pass highlypass highly………’………’ says Tumuhairwe says Tumuhairwe 
Maurine who sat her AMaurine who sat her A--level at level at 
Kabowa High School, commenting Kabowa High School, commenting 
about how she passed mathematics about how she passed mathematics 
with grade A in UACE to qualify for with grade A in UACE to qualify for 
her dream course on government her dream course on government 
sponsorship.sponsorship.



�� We have a sharp eye on the We have a sharp eye on the 
millennium development millennium development 
goals, and working to goals, and working to 
create a network of young create a network of young 
minds passionateminds passionate……..

…….about science and technology .about science and technology 
careers for improved quality of life.careers for improved quality of life.
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ASTAU P.O BOX 2879O KAMPALA UGANDAASTAU P.O BOX 2879O KAMPALA UGANDA

TEL/FAX 0414 576082TEL/FAX 0414 576082
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u.comu.com,,

CASTME; Works to Advance Science, CASTME; Works to Advance Science, 
Technology and Mathematics Education in Technology and Mathematics Education in 
Common wealth Common wealth countries.Informationcountries.Information
visit:Website;www.castme.orgvisit:Website;www.castme.org


