Workshop on Knowledge and Innovation for Economic Transformation

(Hotel Africana, Kampala, Uganda; 20 – 21 November 2007)

The Workshop on Knowledge and Innovation for Economic Transformation at the Commonwealth Peoples’ Forum 2007 is organised by representatives of the knowledge and innovation practice community, namely, Imperial College London (IC) and the Studies Forum International Forum (SFI), in collaboration with the Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU), and with the sponsorship of the Commonwealth Foundation and the Ugandan National Council for Science and Technology (UNCST).

The objective of the Workshop is to foster public discussion on harnessing knowledge and innovation for economic transformation and social transitions in general, with particular reference to science and technology research and development, especially through the expression of Commonwealth partnership, for the purpose of identifying strategic areas for promoting sustainable political, economic and social development. This should guide follow-up action to establish communities of practice and expertise providing the critical mass and configuration needed to address the emerging challenges on a decentralised and participatory basis. Due cognisance will be taken, inter alia,  of the challenges posed by the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Climate Change and Adaptation, Economic Globalisation and Migration, and Food Security and Health.
The workshop will endeavour to promote discussion on four, somewhat pragmatically-related challenges / issues relevant to harnessing knowledge and innovation for economic transformation:

· Knowledge Generation and Competencies – How to select fields? What kinds and range of capabilities? What institutional and organizational arrangements? What critical support and incentives?

· Knowledge Application and Adaptation – How to select strategic areas? What kinds and range of capabilities? What institutional and organizational arrangements? What critical infrastructure, support and incentives?  
· Technology Innovation and Diversification – How to select promising technology? What ‘upstream’ and ‘downstream’ institutional linkages, organizational arrangements and learning clusters? What support and incentives?  
· Technology Commercialisation and Competitiveness – How to commercialise and compete in a global market? What macro-economic policies and strategies? What market-oriented and venture capital incentives?

